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 10508 Palatine Avenue North




Seattle, Washington 98133
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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING 

AND OF THE

REGULAR BOARD MEETING OF JANUARY 4, 2007

Organization and board members in attendance:

	
	1ST NAME    
	LAST NAME 
	WORK PHONE
	e-MAIL ADDRESS

	Am Soc  Farm Mngrs & Rural App
	Jim
	Ormiston
	(360)466-1607
	ormiston@wavecable.com

	Appraisal Institute, Columbia Basin 
	Jack
	Fredickson
	(509) 882-4698
	asap@bmi.met

	Appraisal Institute, Puget Sound *
	Bill
	Clark
	(253) 474-8007
	bill@appraisalassociatesnwinc.co

	Appraisal Institute, Seattle Chapter
	Penny 
	Crowe
	(425)687-7150
	croweappraisal@comcast.net

	Appraisal Institute, Puget Sound 
	Stan 
	Sidor
	(253) 722 1445
	ssidor@gvakm.com

	Intl Right of Way Assoc, Seattle r
	Jim
	Price
	
	

	NAIFA, Seattle Chapter
	Sheridan
	Shaffer
	(206)282-4613
	sheridanshaffer@comcast.net

	NAIFA, Cascade Chapter
	Mike
	Burris
	(360)736-0911
	mburris@naifa.com

	NAIFA North Central Chapter
	John
	Timm
	509) 248-2609
	western@televar.com

	NAIFA, Olympic Peninsula Chap.
	Jeremy
	Staudenmaier
	(252) 272-5370
	jstaudenmaier@uvalu.com

	ACOW, Individual Members
	Barry
	Wilson
	(206)838-1233
	bwilson@lambhansonlamb.com

	ACOW, President
	Jim
	Irish
	(206)838-1253
	BF777@msn.com


*Bill Clark is the outgoing representative of the Puget Sound Chap. of the Appraisal Institute

Guests in attendance:

	
	1ST NAME    
	LAST NAME 
	WORK PHONE
	e-MAIL ADDRESS

	
	Peter
	Coulton
	(206) 550 4583
	pcoulton@thecoultonompany.com

	
	George
	Nervik
	(360) 493 0085
	george@nationalproprertyservice.com

	
	Richard
	Hagar
	(206) 236 3037
	Richard@lkinjamedia.com

	
	James 
	Staudenmaier
	(253) 380 2655
	jpstaudenmaier@uvalue.com

	
	Jeremy 
	Staudenmaier
	(253) 948 6868
	jpstaudenmaier@uvalu.com

	
	Mike


	Gibbons


	(509) 225 3219
	Michael.gibbonsfarmcredit.com


Organization and board members not present:

	
	1ST NAME    
	LAST NAME 
	WORK PHONE
	e-MAIL ADDRESS

	American Society of Appraisers, Seattle Chap
	Betty
	Barnes
	(509) 968-4499
	barnesinc@elltel.net

	Appraisal Institute, Inland Chapter
	Mark
	Noble
	(509) 747-0999
	noblem@auble.com

	Appraisal Institute, Columbia Basin Chap
	Jack
	Fredickson
	(509) 882-4698
	asap@bmi.met

	Int Ass Assessing Officers, Central WA Chap
	William
	Pleake
	(509) 786-2046
	william. pleake@co.benton.wa.us

	Int Ass Assessing Officers Evergreen Chap
	Claire
	Christian
	(206) 205-4461
	claire.christian@metrokc.gov

	Int Ass Assessing Officers , N Puget Snd Chap
	Ron
	Telles
	(360) 679-7303
	ront@co.island.wa.us

	Int Ass Assessing Officers, W Puget Snd Chap
	Yvonne
	Wolff
	(360)337-4519
	ywolff@co.kitsap.wa.us

	NAIFA, Cascade Chapter
	Mike
	Burris
	(360)736-0911
	mburris@naifa.com

	NAIFA, Olympic Peninsula Chap.
	Jeremy
	Staudenmaier
	(252) 272-5370
	jstaudenmaier@uvalu.com

	NAIFA. S. Puget Sound Chapt.
	Gary 
	Walker
	(253) 863-8051
	walker@naifa.com

	Intl Right of Way Assoc, Spokane Chapter
	Kenneth
	Carlson
	(509)495-8610
	ken.carlson@avistacorp.com

	Intl Right of Way Assoc, Yakima Chapter
	Mike
	Waits
	(509) 574-2334
	mike.waits@co.yakima.wa.us


The Annual Meeting was called to order and roll was taken to establish that a quorum was present.  Voice votes and written ballots were counted and the Board members for the year 2007 were elected as follows:

Jim Irish – 


Stan Sidor

Barry Wilson


Penny Crowe


Jim Ormiston

Sheridan Shaffer

Election of Officers from the Board members  resulted in the following slate of officers for 2007:

Jim Irish – President

Barry Wilson – Vice President

Sheridan Shaffer – Secretary 

Penny Crowe – Treasurer

Following the Annual Meeting election of Board Members and officers, the Annual Meeting was adjourned and the regular monthly Board Meeting was commenced. 

The minutes of the previous meeting (December) were approved as corrected.  The November minutes were accepted as presented.  The Treasurer’s report included a request that signature cards needed to be signed by the new officers in order to provide check writing authority. Bill Clark, Sheridan Shaffer, Jim Irish and Elly Snow are currently authorized.  Bill Clark’s name should be removed and Penny Crowe’s name should be added.  Jim Ormiston moved that such check writing authority be granted, Barry Wilson seconded the motion. The motion passed.

It was also noted that the financial reports that are provided to ACOW by Seattle Operating Systems do not provide information as to current bank balances.  Penny Crowe moved (and Barry Wilson seconded) that all the officers with signatory authority be also given authority to view the ACOW bank accounts on line.  The motion passed. 

 A brief summary of the past years’ financial activity indicated that ACOW had lost money on the Spring Seminar and Conference, that the August Seminar at the Summit had made money, that the annual bill for ACOW lobbyist T.K. Bentler was $17,000 with $8,500 due in January, and that operating expenses for the year were over budget by 22.5%.  The Treasurer’s Report was accepted as presented.

ACOW president Jim Irish reported that he had a request from Seattle Operating Systems to provide information regarding donations to ACOW for the Lobbyist Registration Form (L1), which needs to be submitted on Monday.  Stan Sidor moved and Sheridan Shaffer seconded that “ACOW lobbyist T.K. Bentler  be informed that the list of contributing organizations and the amounts of their contributions will be communicated to him by Monday.”  The motion passed unanimously. 

Under the agenda topic Committee Reports Jim Ormiston reported that the “Articles and By-Laws Committee” activities had been suspended. Sheridan Shaffer and Jim Ormiston reported that there had been no activity for the “Operating Guidelines Committee.”  Bill Clark reported that there had been no activity for the “Budget and Finance Committee”, but that he planned to work on bringing Penny Crowe up to date on that committee and turn over the chairmanship to her.  He stated that he would continue to participate. Sheridan Shaffer reported that she was unaware existence of a “DOL Liaison Committee” but thought it might refer to the fact that she had been appointed to provide liaison with the Real Estate Appraisal Commission (REAC) Education Committee She reported that the REAC Education Committee had had no recent meetings.  

Jim Irish reported he was also unaware of the DOL Liaison Committee, but that he had been providing informal liaison services with the DOL through conversations with Ralph Birkhedahl, Program Manager and that he could report on that.  He reported that Ralph Birkhedahl’s major concern at the current time was that many trainees seemed unaware that they must be registered before they could begin doing appraisal work to establish experience hours on the log. In the discussion that followed, it was suggested that this might be considered an administrative problem for the DOL and outside the purview of ACOW concerns.  However, another ACOW member suggested that Ralph Birkhedahl might be urged to spend the cost of mailing to alert potential supervisors that having a non-registered trainee provide appraisal services was a violation of state law under 18.235.130.9 (Unprofessional Conduct – “Aiding or abetting an unlicensed person to practice …a profession when a license is required”.)  It was suggested that the DOL might consider implementing a fine of $500.00 to impose on a certified appraiser for accepting a trainee who was not registered.

Richard Hagar commented that this section of the RCW’s(18.235.130.9) applied both to the matter of supervisors allowing unregistered trainees to provide appraisal services and to the matter of licensed appraisers accepting appraisal assignments from unlicensed loan originators.  

Barry Wilson pointed out the difficulty for appraisers in determining whether or not the loan originator needs to be licensed because there is such of extensive list of exceptions to the law, i.e. credit unions, consumer loan companies, banks, etc.  

ACOW members were reminded that Ralph Birkhedahl has sent a letter to the Attorney General to clarify the situation.  There was some discussion about the backlog the Department of Financial Institutions is facing in trying to implement the licensing of loan originators (more than 8,000 applicants). Barry Wilson suggested that it might be helpful to have an individual appraiser submit a query to the Attorney General asking, “In light of 18.235.130.9, would I be acting legally to accept an appraisal assignment from a loan originator who is not licensed?”. Bill Clark suggested that ACOW does have time to wait until the DOL receives the requested opinion from the Attorney General before taking any action.  Jim Irish said that he would convey ACOW’s concerns about this matter. to Ralph Birkhedahl.

George Nervik stated that the DOL has a problem in informing appraisers about issues such as this because “ListServ” reaches only about 800 of the 3000 members of the appraisal community.  He stated that he has recommended to the REAC that the WAC’s be revised to require provision of a current email address. He also suggested that a form might be provided in the WAC’s for appraisers to use in determining a Loan Officer’s  licensing status.  He stated that a similar form was required for identification of licensed contractors.  He agreed to find the relevant WAC and forms and provide them to ACOW.

Jim Irish reported that Ralph Birkhedahl reported the following figures for the end of 2006:
 1089 ListServ participants

Currently Licensed Appraisers:

  979 General Certified Appraisers



1659 Residential Certified Appraisers



 520 Licensed Residential Appraisers



789 Registered Trainees

3158 TOTAL MEMBERS OF APPRAISAL COMMUNITY
These figures indicate that about 27.6% of the appraisal community are currently members of ListServ.  It was generally agreed that a 2007 goal for ACOW should be to bring about a 100% ListServ membership through appropriate changes to the WAC’s.  Bill Clark suggested that a two-tiered licensing fee might be implemented:



$475 for applicant providing a current email address



$500 for applicant providing only a post office address

The additional fee could be referred to as a “special handling charge” Stan Sidor moved and Jim Ormiston seconded that, “ACOW will endorse the addition of a ‘special handling charge’ to the fees and charges enumerated under 18-140-125-120 in the event that the appraiser/applicant does not provide an email address”. The motion passed unanimously.

Jim Irish finished his DOL Liaison report by informing the group that the next REAC meeting will be in Spokane on February 16.  There is some  discussion of a change in meeting format to having a formal commission meeting in the morning and an open forum in the afternoon.  The question arose, “Who will represent ACOW at this meeting?”  After some discussion, the matter was postponed until the next ACOW meeting.

Stan Sidor and Jim Ormiston reported no activity for the “USPAP for Dummies Committee.”  Peter Coulton recommended USPAP in Plain English by Franke and Leary as a workable model.  The book costs about $20.00 and is available through Bellevue Community College Bookstore. 

Barry Wilson and Sheridan Shaffer reported no activity for the “501 C3 Tax Attorney Committee”

Under Old Business, Administrative Topics,(a) Meeting start times were confirmed to be 6 p.m.  Under(b) Organization Member Contact it was recommended that an attempt be made to obtain two names for each organization.  Item (c) had been reported on at the previous meeting – Seattle Operating Systems email list for the Agenda and Meeting Notice goes to several hundred appraisers (their entire list). The question arose whether this was an appropriate distribution, but discussion was minimal.  Item (d) – the letter to appraisers on mortgage broker licensing was discussed earlier in the meeting under Liaison Committee.  Under item (e) Reciprocal Wording for Appraisers on Mortgage Broker Regulations, it was reported that nothing had been done.  

Under Old Business, Legislative/Regulatory Topics, item (f) Barry Wilson stated that it appeared that the work had been accomplished and that it appeared that (1)a courtesy call to Mike Read thanking him for his work on this project and (2)a call to Dean Potter to determine if he had everything he needed,  would be sufficient to bring about closure to this project.

Item (g), potential lien rights for appraisers, was discussed.  Several members provided examples of alternate methods to collect payment that they suggested might be more satisfactory in terms of good business practices.  These included placing a lien against the lender’s bond.  

No activity was reported for item (h) Mortgage Fraud Enforcement Statue Consolidation project.There was no report for item (i), Revisions to Language in HB 1395 for Better Enforcement.  

Under New Business the development of a second annual letter to appraisers was discussed.  Last year the first ACOW fund raising letter was sent out to appraisers.  It summarized ACOW activities in 2006 and provided a description of ACOW history and achievements.  A new version needs to be developed to be sent out in 2007.  A copy of the 2006 materials will be attached to the minutes for revision and updating.  

Jim Ormiston pointed out that such a letter should also include goals for 2007.  It was suggested that these might be listed as “Battles Yet To Be Fought.” It was also suggested that Richard Hagar’s “Beginning of Something Big” might be used as a basis for goals.  It was agreed that the setting of goals for 2007 and a review of Richard Hagar’s letter would be the first item of business for the next meeting.  - 

Item 2 under New Business was to consider the possibility that there was a need to redefine “membership” in ACOW.  Barry Wilson stated that the By-Laws identified ACOW as an organization of organizations with the primary membership being vested in the various organizations.  Stan Sidor and Barry Wilson said that they would undertake a project to look into potential alternatives and report back to the next meeting.  George Nervik commented that using Pay Pay for dues might make it easier to collect  from individual members.  Stan Sidor stated that his organization had explored this possibility and that there were alternatives that might be more appropriate and easier to use.     

Also under New Business,  Peter Coulton introduced an “Unlimited Use License Agreement” available to users of “WinTOTAL” Appraisal Software.  This is a copyright notice that restricts the use of an appraisal unless a license for unrestricted use is purchased.  One of Peter Coulton’s clients had refused to accept the inclusion of the license with an appraisal, stating that the Agreement was in violation of USPAP.  Peter said that he appreciated the use of the Agreement in that it would tend to limit the ability of data miners to acquire the information in his appraisals without his permission.  In the ensuing discussion, it was agreed that a violation of USPAP was unlikely.  Sheridan Shaffer suggested that Peter ask his client to identify the section of USPAP that he thought might be involved.

Respectfully Submitted,

Sheridan M. Shaffer,Secretary

